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COVID-19 Science Updates

2

1. Guidance for fully vaccinated people and why – implications for 
schools

2. Vaccine effectiveness against variants and reinfection, evidence 
on how variants are impacting children

3. More in depth on the science behind CDC’s change in 
recommendation for 3 ft physical distancing

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p02944.pdf


New Guidance For Fully Vaccinated Individuals
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Who is Fully 
Vaccinated?

What’s Changed?

For the general public, if you’ve been fully 
vaccinated:

• You can gather indoors with other fully vaccinated 
people without wearing masks or physical distancing.

• You can gather indoors with unvaccinated people 
from one other household without masks or physical 
distancing, unless any of those people or anyone 
they live with has an increased risk for severe illness 
from COVID-19.

• If you’ve been around someone who has COVID-19, 
you do not need to quarantine from others or get 
tested unless you have symptoms.
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People are considered fully 

vaccinated:

• 14 days after receiving their 

second dose in a 2-dose series 

(e.g., Pfizer or Moderna

vaccines), or

• 14 days after receiving a single-

dose vaccine (e.g., Johnson & 

Johnson’s Janssen vaccine)



What Hasn’t Changed?
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Even if you’ve been fully vaccinated:

• You should still take steps to protect yourself and others when in public, and when gathering with 

unvaccinated people from multiple households or those who are at increased risk of severe illness from 

COVID-19.

• You should still avoid medium or large-sized gatherings.

• You should still delay domestic and international travel. 

• You should still monitor for symptoms of COVID-19. If you have symptoms of COVID-19, you should get 

tested and stay home and away from others.

• You will still need to follow guidance at your workplace.



What We Know and 
Don’t Know
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We know:

o COVID-19 vaccines are effective at preventing COVID-19 disease, especially severe illness 

and death.

o that other prevention steps help stop the spread of COVID-19, and that these steps are still 

important, even as vaccines are being distributed.

We’re still learning:

o how effective the vaccines are against variants of the virus that causes COVID-19. 

o how well COVID-19 vaccines keep people from spreading the disease.

o how long COVID-19 vaccines can protect people.



Vaccine effectiveness against variants and 
reinfection
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WI: Sequence data for 
7,983 out of 572,770 
positive tests











Vaccine effectiveness against variants and 
reinfection
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/operation-strategy.html

Operational Strategy for K-12 Schools through Phased Prevention

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/operation-strategy.html
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Effectiveness of three versus six feet of physical distancing for controlling spread of COVID19 

among primary and secondary students and staff: A retrospective, state-wide cohort study

Summary: Among 251 eligible school districts, 537,336 students and 99,390 staff attended in person instruction during

the 16-week study period, representing 6,400,175 student learning weeks and 1,342,574 staff learning weeks. Student case

rates were similar in the 242 districts with ≥3 feet versus ≥6 feet of physical distancing between students (IRR, 0.891, 95%

CI, 0.594-1.335); results were similar after adjusting for community incidence (adjusted IRR, 0.904, 95% CI, 0.616-

1.325). Cases among school staff in districts with ≥3 feet versus ≥6 feet of physical distancing were also similar

(IRR, 1.015, 95% CI, 0.754-1.365).



Districts that implemented ≥3 feet of distancing between students reported 895 cases among students and 431

cases among staff (Figure 1). Districts with ≥6 feet of physical distancing reported 3223 cases among students and

2382 among staff. Incident cases among both students and staff were highly correlated with community rates.


