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How does the district determine whether to cancel school because of weather?  

Student and staff safety is our district's number one priority in these decisions. The task of deciding 
whether or not to conduct classes and extracurricular activities when severe weather threatens is taken 
with the highest degree of seriousness.  

Our district superintendent continuously monitors weather forecasts as soon as severe weather is 
predicted. The goal is to provide as much notice as possible to families if there is no school, a start delay, 
or an early release, particularly because a change in schedule can be challenging for parents who need 
to find childcare. 

If the weather forecast is solidified early, decisions to cancel school can be made the night before. When 
the forecast is unclear the night before, Supt. Kurzynske and  Alan Wood, PCSD Transportation Fleet 
Coordinator, rise early on the day of the storm to check road conditions. Wood travels roads south and 
east of Pulaski as well as in the village. Kurzynske checks out conditions in the northern portion of the 
district.  

Additionally, Kurzynske consults with area superintendents both in Brown County as well as neighboring 
districts, while Wood reaches out to his counterparts in other districts as well as private busing 
companies. The district also contacts the National Weather Service, county emergency management 
staff, and our local municipalities, as needed. 

Based on all this information--the forecast, personal observation, road conditions, additional 
information from local agencies, and input from Wood--Kurzynske makes a decision as to what the 
district's schedule for the day will be. Ideally that decision is made before 5 a.m. so that district drivers 
know before they leave home and district communications staff members can inform the public through 
Skylert emails and texts, Tweets and Facebook posts, a notice on the PCSD website and releases to print 
and broadcast media outlets. 

Weather forecasts are not always accurate and can change quickly, so the process requires judgment. 
Each situation is different. District decision-makers fully assess all available information and personally 
examine conditions to make the best decision possible in order to ensure the safety of students and 
staff.   

  If you have an idea for a School Bells column, please email it to schoolbells@pulaskischools.org. 


